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WEST DEPTFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT 


 Board Highlights - April 2023  
 


The following information is intended to inform staff and community 


members of recent action taken by the Board. The information included 


in this brief is not intended to be complete and does not replace official 


Board minutes. Please see the Board agenda on the District Website for 


the complete action of the Board. 


 


ENROLLMENT:  2,809 as of April 2023 


 
 


MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD OF EDUCATION  PRESIDENT, DR. DREW RICCHIUTI: 


It's hard to believe that spring break has come and gone, and we are entering the home stretch of the 2022-2023 


school year. Nicer weather and longer days are on the horizon. 


The end of the school year brings much anticipation for our elementary and middle school students with their 


end of the year field trips. Spring sports at the MS and HS are in full effect. Good luck to all of our athletes. 


Graduation plans are being finalized to properly send off the Class of 2023. 


The West Deptford Board of Education would like to thank Mr. Gene Mercoli for his time as Business 


Administrator. We wish him great success with his new endeavor. We would also like to welcome Mr. Steven 


Jakubowski, Jr. as our new Business Administrator.  We look forward to working with you.  


Enjoy Spring, all. 


Dr. Drew Ricchiuti 


West Deptford Board of Education President 
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STUDENT RECOGNITION: 


SOARING EAGLES 


The West Deptford Board of Education recognized the following individuals at their April Meeting. These students 


have been selected by their teachers for demonstrating outstanding character and for their commitment to their 


schools. 


 


Red Bank Elementary School     West Deptford Middle School     


●    Jeremiah Martel      ●   Luciana Morina 


●   Gemma Clark      ●   Micahya DeVose 


Oakview Elementary School      ●   Madison Hogan 


●    Livie Tran      ●   Jumanna Abd El-Hamid 


●    James Still     West Deptford High School  


Green-Fields Elementary School     ●   Allison Merget     


  ●    Josh Schiavo     ●   Cyrianna Williams 


 ●    Matthew Rohlfing      


        


      


 


WDHS MARCH STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 
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WDMS MARCH STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 


 
 


WDMS GEOGRAPHY BEE 


Congratulations to our school-wide winners of this year’s WDMS Geography Bee! 
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NJ MATHEMATICS LEAGUE COMPETITION 


Congratulations to our 6th grade students who participated in the NJ Mathematics League Competition 


for placing 24th out of 90 schools in NJ.  We placed 4th for our region, and we were the only school in 


Gloucester County to place in the top 30!  Way to go Eagles!!! 


 


OAKVIEW HARD HAT WORKERS 


 


 







5 


   
 


RED BANK CHARACTER KIDS OF THE MONTH (MARCH THEME: RESPONSIBILITY) 


 
  


PERSONNEL  


● Appointments: 


○ Rehire Lists for all Staff 


○ Contract for Business Administrator/Board Secretary 


○ Substitute Administrator 


○ 2 Substitute Teachers 


○ WDHS PM Custodial Shift Supervisor 


○ WDMS 5th Grade Special Education Teacher 


○ 2 WDMS Special Education Instructional Aides 
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○ OVES Special Education Instructional Aide 


○ ESY Staff (Teachers and Special Education Aides) 


○ Summer IEP Meetings 


○ Preschool Parent Art Show Night 


○ Advanced Degree 


● Resignations/Retirements: 


○ Resignation Social Worker 


○ Resignation WDMS Health Office Aide  
 


 


THE BOARD APPROVED THE FOLLOWING:  


● School Business Days 


● Bank Signatures 


● Land Sale 


● Cafeteria Donations 


● Donation of School Supplies 


● Facilities Use 


● Homeless Tuition Contract 


● Jointure Agreement - GRSD 


● Contract for Co-op Transportation Services with GCSSSD 


● Vehicle Purchase 


● SHIF Renewals 


● Food Service Management Contract 


● ROD Grant 


● Lease Agreement between Gloucester County and West Deptford School District 


● enVision Math K-8 Subscription 


● NJASA/NJAPSA Spring Leadership Conference 


● TPOT Liability Training 


● Clinical Intern Placements - Rowan University 


● WDHS Field Trips 


● WDMS Field Trip 


● Elementary Spring Art Shows 


● Teddy Bear Clinics 


● Preschool Service-Learning Project 


● 21st Century Summer Scholars Program 


● Extended School Year (ESY) 


● Numerous Policies and Regulations 


● Job Descriptions 


● Leaves of Absence 


● Position Reduction 
 


BUSINESS, FACILITIES, & FINANCE:  


● The Board approved the Board Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports, Transfers, Payroll, and Bills Lists. 
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MISCELLANEOUS: 


Numerous other requests for approval for workshop attendance, student activities, and education items were 


approved by the Board of Education. These approvals will be reflected in the formal minutes of the meeting, 


which are available in the office of the Board of Education Secretary, as well as posted online after Board 


approval. The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board is Action Meeting on Monday, May 15, 2023 at 7pm 


in the West Deptford Middle School Library. The date and time are subject to change. 


 


NOTES FROM THE NURSES - SUN SAFETY TIPS 


Spending time outside is a great way to be physically active, reduce stress, and get vitamin D. However, recess 


and other outdoor activities during the day can put students at risk if their skin isn’t protected from too much 


exposure to the sun.  


 


Protection from UV rays is important all year, not just during the summer. UV rays can reach you on cloudy and 


cool days, and they reflect off of surfaces like water, cement, sand, and snow. In the United States, UV rays tend 


to be strongest from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


 


Your best bet to protect your skin is to use sunscreen or wear protective clothing when you’re outside—even 


when you’re in the shade. When possible, wear long-sleeved shirts and long pants and skirts, which can provide 


protection from UV rays. Wear a hat that has a brim all the way around that shades your face, ears, and the back 


of your neck. Wear sunglasses to protect your eyes from UV rays. They also protect the tender skin around your 


eyes from sun exposure. 


 


Plan for the day each morning before school by applying a broad spectrum sunscreen that filters out both UVA 


and UVB rays. Sunscreens are assigned a sun protection factor (SPF), which is a number that rates how well 


they filter out UV rays. Higher numbers indicate more protection. You should use a broad spectrum sunscreen 


with SPF of 15 or higher. Don’t forget to put a thick layer on all exposed skin. Check the sunscreen’s expiration 


date. Sunscreen without an expiration date has a shelf life of no more than 3 years. Its shelf life is shorter if it 


has been exposed to high temperatures. Skin health is important and these steps can help to protect students 


from getting skin cancer later in life. 


 


GABE CORINO SCHOLARSHIP FUND 


The WDHS lacrosse teams are hosting a fundraiser event at the high school in honor of Gabe Corino on May 


18th at 4:30pm. Proceeds of the event will go directly to the Gabe Corino Scholarship fund that awards a 


graduating senior lacrosse player with a scholarship award. If you would like to purchase tickets to the event 


and/or a Corino Cup t-shirt, please see the attached flyer with a Google Form link to place your order. If you will 


not be attending the game, but would still like to order a t-shirt, you will be contacted after the event for t-shirt 


pickup. Flat donations to the scholarship fund are also being accepted. You can send a donation via Venmo to 


@wdgirlslax22. Please write in the notes "Corino Scholarship Fund." If you prefer to write a check, donation 


checks can be sent interoffice mail to Christine Stetson at the High School. Checks should be made to "WDHS 


Girls Lacrosse," and make a note on the check that it is for the scholarship fund. All donations and orders are 


due by May 11th. Thank you in advance for your support!  



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MTdsSwL7GcZxG5pSZ_jgQqdLAD4bO9aU/view?usp=sharing
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WDMS 7th GRADE GLOW DANCE 
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EASTER BUNNY SIGHTING AT OAKVIEW ELEMENTARY 
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CELEBRATING PHILLIES OPENING DAY 


Our students enjoyed dressing up in their Phillies gear to cheer on the home team for opening day! 
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WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY 


World Autism Day is on Sunday, April 2nd but on Monday, April 3rd Our 


elementary schools "Lit it Up Blue" to bring awareness to Autism. The 


slide show below was shared with Oakview classes to educate our 


students about Autism and inclusiveness, to applaud different abilities 


and encourage friendship. At the end of the day Oakview united as a 


school to blow bubbles as the culminating part of the day and our 


learning activities. Bubbles are a symbol of joy, hope, and laughter, and 


watching as the sky filled with bubbles illustrated how powerful it can 


be to work together. Information Slideshow 
 


 


   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 



https://57fe.edulnk.com/e/exs8k/9qqaTr?__$u__
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WELCOME HOME AND THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE! 


A resident of our Red Bank community is planning a welcome home party for her brother who has been serving 


in the United States Air Force overseas for 20 years and is finally returning home to the U.S. As an act of kindness 


and responsibility (our March character theme of the month!), our Red Bank students created cards and letters 


to welcome him home. 


   
 


RED BANK CELEBRATES SCIENCE 


Our students always love science throughout the school year because it is such a hands-on experience that 


provides students with the opportunity to explore and discover. Their very favorite science unit is “Life Science” 


which is taught during the third trimester. Kindergarten is learning all about the difference between living and 


nonliving things. Then they apply what they have learned to planting seeds in their own seed pots. First grade 


is forming hypotheses on exactly what plants need to thrive and survive. They placed lima beans in plastic 


bags and observed them growing in different environments; dark, sunlight, cold, hot, etc. The science unit goes 


nicely with the 1st grade ARC writing unit. They composed research papers on the various types of plants and 


their characteristics. Second graders collaboratively planned, designed, collected, and built habitats that would 


support a living organism. Science is the perfect time to actually see the great learning that happens in our 


classrooms every day. 


 


     







13 


 


              
  


MARCH MAMMAL MADNESS AT WDMS 


March Mammal Madness is an annual tournament of simulated challenges among animals. Scientific literature 


is cited to substantiate likely outcomes as a probabilistic function of the two species. The online event is hosted 


annually by Arizona State University. Congratulations to our 6th grade winners of this year’s March Mammal 


Madness! 
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CAFETERIA INFORMATION 


● Please click here to view your school’s cafeteria menu. 


● All parents are encouraged to fill out a Free/Reduced Lunch Application. For more info, click here. 


 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 


District-Wide Events 


● April - Autism Acceptance Month 


● 4/25 - National Bus Driver Day 


● 4/26 - Administrative Assistant Day 


● 4/27 - Take Your Child to Work Day 


● 5/8-5/12 - Staff Appreciation Week 


● 5/15 - BOE Meeting, WDMS Library 7pm 


● 5/18 - WD Retirement and Recognition Dinner 


● 5/29 - Schools Closed - Memorial Day 


 


Red Bank Elementary 


● 4/28 - VIP and Me Glow Party at RBES 6:30-8:30pm 


● 5/10 - Red Bank Art Show 


● 5/10 - Kindergarten Field Trip - Please Touch Museum 


● 5/16 - 2nd Grade Field Trip - Academy of Natural History 


● 5/17 - 1st Grade Field Trip - Philadelphia Zoo 


● 5/25 - Field Day (rain date: 5/26) 


 


Oakview Elementary 


● 4/24 - Buddy Bonding Week 


● 4/26 - Teddy Bear Clinic - PreK 


● 4/28 - VIP and Me Glow Party at RBES 6:30-8:30pm 


● 5/8-5/12 Budy Bonding Week 


● 5/9 - Spring Art Show 5-7pm 


● 5/11 - Kindergarten Field Trip - Philadelphia Please Touch Museum 


● 5/18 - First Grade Field Trip - Philadelphia Zoo 


● 5/19 - PreK Field Trip - Field of Dreams 


● 5/25 - Second Grade Field Trip - Academy of Natural Sciences 


● 6/8 - Parading Out of Preschool 


 


Green-Fields Elementary 


● 4/24-4/28 - Green-Fields Celebrates Neurodiversity and Inclusion 


● 4/26 & 4/27 - 4th Grade Spring Concert 


● 4/28 - VIP and Me Glow Party at RBES 6:30-8:30pm 



https://wdeptfordk12.nutrislice.com/menu/menus-eula

https://www.wdeptford.k12.nj.us/district_info/cafeteria_information/free_reduced_lunch

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Lpj0YYxiRg71v-Y2s2p3GgryW58owBzp/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SVBtCzZDnHwBAQUaosQ7RnvFATCJD3Ub/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hG2J74ryB0VwWhvCGIE8l7rq6vRpnwJh/view?usp=sharing
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● 5/1-5/5 Grade 3 NJSLA Administration 


● May 8-12 Grade 4 NJSLA Administration 


● 5/11 - Spring Art Show 


● 5/24 - Preschool Field Day 


● 5/25 - Grade 3 Field Day 


● 5/26 - Grade 4 Field Day 


● 5/26 - Preschool Field Trip to Field of Dreams 


● 6/1 - Teddy Bear Clinic (PreK) 


● 6/12 - Parading Out of Preschool 
 


Middle School  


● 5/3 - Drama Club Performance 


● 5/4 - 5th Grade Trip to Philadelphia 


● 5/8-5/12 - Grades 5 & 8 NJSLA Testing 


● 5/10 - Spring Concert - 7th & 8th Grade and Eagletones  


● 5/11 - Spring Concert - 5th & 6th Grade and Eagletones  


● 5/15-5/18 - Grades 6 & 7 NJSLA Testing 


● 5/19 - 8th Grade Semi-Formal Dance 


● 5/22 - 5th Grade LEAD Bowling Party 


● 5/23 - 7th Grade Trip to Philadelphia 


● 5/24 - Music Department Trip - Broadway 


● 5/31 - Gifted & Talented Trip - Annapolis 


● 6/1 - 8th Grade Great Adventure Trip 


● 6/2 - 5th Grade Field Day 


● 6/5 - 5th Grade Awards Ceremony 8am 


● 6/6 - 6th Grade Awards Ceremony 8am 


● 6/7 - 7th Grade Awards Ceremony 8am 


● 6/8 - 6th Grade Field Day 


● 6/8 - 8th Grade Awards Ceremony 6:30pm 


● 6/12 - 7th Grade Field Day 


● 6/13 - 8th Grade Social 


 


High School  


● 4/24-4/28 - Spirit Week 


● 4/26 - Spring Pep Rally 


● 5/1-5/12 AP Testing 


● 5/12 - Prom - Collingswood Ballroom 


● 5/19 - Volleyball Marathon 


● 5/25 - Spring Arts Festival & Concert 






